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NOTES F R O X  THE WEATHER BUREAU LIBRARY. 

By C. FITZHUQE TALMAN, Professor in charge of Library. 

METEOROLOGY IN THE SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS. 

What scientific ‘ournals should be read b 7 the meteor- 

k~& aquaintance with the whole niultifarious progress 
of his science? If he be a specialist in certain branches 
of meteorolo y, in which journals wiU he find the most 

questions become more and more important as the nuni- 
ber of scient& periodicals increases, since there is, as 

et, no corresponding increase in the extent to which the 
&mature of each science is segregated, while such nomi- 
nal segre ation as exists is complicated b the over- 

S,& ihelf dismembered in res onse to t e demands of 

ologst, the biologist, the aeronaut, and many others. 
Bibliographies are of limited utility in disentangling this 
com Iicahon. By the time a scient& niemoir is pigeon- 
hole f; and ticketed in the bibliographies it has lost some- 
thing of its ristine charm and interest; hence these com- 

not fully meet the requirements of the student whose 
ambition it is to keep fully abreast of the times and even 
a little ahead of the times. 

Of the journals devoted wholly to meteorology little 
need be said. They are so few that the meteorologist 
can easily find time to read all of them, and he naturally 
does so, except whenathe Ian uages in which they are 

the reader who knows E!hish, French, German, and”’ 
Italian need not miss mu& meteorological literatureN 

010 ‘st in order t E, a t  he may maintain at ? east a paper-. 

and the best fi terature pertaining to his specialty ? These 

lap ing o f the sciences, so that meteorolog , for example, 

the physicist, the geographer, t Yl e astrophysicist, the ge- 

pilations, t E ough indispensable for many purposes, do 

I 

published prove an m u  era % le barrier. Fortunately I 

of world-wide interest. Doubtless he sometimes feels 
rather tantalized a t  the sight of the Meteoroloecheskii 
Vicstnik (in Russian), Az Idt)j&rls (in Hunganan), or 
the Journal of the Meteorolo ‘cal Society of Japan 

are published in English, German, and-Esperanto5 ;%ut 
it is safe to say that there is little of permanent interest 
in tho contents of these exotic publications-except, per- 
haps, some papers dediiig with local climatolov- 
which does not find its way, in abstract or translation, 
into the journals published in more familiar tongues. 
Heniel en Dampliriiig (the leading Dutch journal of as- 
tronomy and meteorolo ;y) can be negot,iated with toler- 

German, and a Dutch dictionary at hand for occasional 
reference. 

The Meteorologisc.he Zeitschrift must be named first 
among the urely meteorological journals published. in 

It is the arena in which the most advanced and vital 
questions are fought out by acknowledged leaders in the 
several branches of the science to which it is-devoted. 
The Zeitschrift, the Quarterly Journal of the Royal 
Meteorological Society, and thehlonthly Weather Review, 
with perhaps, the Beitrage zur Physik der freien Atmos- 
phare, are the indis ensable journals to the meteorolo- 

intended to disparage the great importance 01 such pub- 
lications as the Annuaire de la SociQtQ MBtQorologique 
de France (published monthly, in spite of its name), 
Das Wetter, the Journal of the Scottish Meteorological 
Society, S mons’s Meteorolo ‘cal Magazine, the Memoirs 

of the Societh Meteorologica Italiana, the Annalen der 
Hydrographie uiid maritinien Meteorologie, and Ciel et  
Terre (which last, however, is now rather more astro- 
nomical than meteorological). Certain annual publica- 
tions need to be enumerated here, notably the annual 
reports of the Bureau Central IfQtCorologique de France, 
the Royal Prussian Meteorological Institute, the Uffizio 
Centrale di llleteorolo a (Rome), and the Lindenber 
Observatory, all of Mfich, besides administrative a n i  
statistical matters, contain numeroils memoirs of the 
highest interest. The Annuaire MQtQorologique of the 
Ro al Observatory of Belgium is a somewhat analogous 

meteorolo ical services and observatories which contain 

rue teorology . 
The purpose of t,he present note is not, however, to 

discuss the ostensibly meteorological journals, but to 
point out publications of a more general character, or 
devoted to part-icular subjects other than meteorology, 
which nevertheless the nieteorologist ou ht to see regu- 

contain relating direct1 to%s science The task of s e  
lection is not easy. A L n  list would &feat its purpose, 

the publications that night, with more or less ropriety, 
be enumerated here, nor, in niost cases, woul x he have 
access to all of them. On the other hand, the writer feels 
reluctant to omit ai!y of the journals, some two hundred 
in number, which, myth great profit to hiniself, he searches 
regularly for meteorological papers to be catalogued in 

and listed among “Recent Pa ers” in the 

not mentioned below will, of course, understand that the 
principal criterion governing our selection is the amount 

(which is mostly in Japanese, t !i? ough occasional a ers 

able facility by the rea % er who has a good knowledge of 

languages w P iich the majority of meteorologists can read. 

@st of English speec. i! ; but this statement is by no means 

of the In B ian Met.eorologica f l  Department, the Bolletino 

pu g lication, while there are many yearbooks of other 

occasiona B menioim dealing with problems in general 

lady on account of the laroe amount o B literature they 

since the average iiiet,eoro K ogist has not t h e  to read all 

MONTHLY the librarf+ EATHER REVIEW. The editors o P the journals 
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of purely meteorological material ordinarily found in the 
various ublications considered in making up this list, 

its general merit or scientific standing. In fact, the 
writer roposes merely to jot down a list of the public& 
tions $at come first to his mind as being of special in- 
terest to meteorological readers, without making a criti- 
cal examination of the files of all the journals at hand 
in order to verify his impressions. 

Two weekly pu blicntions which every meteorologist- 
and, in fact, every nian of science-reads as a matter of 
course are Nature (London) and the Comptes rendus of 
the French Acndeniy of Sciences. Nature is “the scien- 
tific man’s newspaper,” and a “newspaper” according to 
English canons of dignity and scholarship. In  the 
Cornptes renclus the various sciences are convenient1 
segre ated, YO that enerslly the meteorologist finds r l  

ber. !I%k ublication is, of course, totally different in 
purpose an8 sco e from Nature, and we mention them 

indispensable. The American weekly Science publishes, 
intermittently, a department of meteorobgical notes and 
abstracts, but othemise devotes much less attention to 
meteorology than does ib  En fish contcrnporary. Among 

metheus, Ea Nature, ancl Cosmos contain meteorological 
articles or news notes in eve17 number. 

Coming, now, to the journals of general science issued 
monthly or a t  other intervals longer than a week, certain 
of these deserve special mention as the recognized chan- 
nels for the publication of the most important meteoro- 
logical memoirs written in the countries where they 
appear. Thus the Sitzungsbeiichte of the Vienna Acacl- 
emy of Sciencee publishes the most substantial con- 
tributions of Austrian meteorologists which are too 
long to appear in the Meteorologische Zeitwhrift: and a 
somewhat analooous service is performed in Russia by 
the Memoirs of &e Imperial Academy of Sciences, and in 
Scotland by the Transactions of the Royal Society of 
EdinburGh. Of journals which are not so consciously 
enlisted i n  the service of meteorology, but in which this 
science is nevertheless well re )resented, may be men- 

of the Royal Society of London, the khilosophical M a p  
zine, the American Journal of Science, the Journal of the 
Franklin Institute, the Proceedings of the American 

so that t 1 e omission of a journal is not a reflection upon 

r 
that % e wants on the 7 ast three or four pages of each num- 

together merely rl ecause they are both weeklies and both 

the more opular weeklies, t fi e Scientific American, Pro- 

tioned the Proceedings and P 6 iloso h k a l  1 ransactiom 

Academy, the Proceedings of the American Philosophical 
Society, the Archives des sciences, the Atti of the two 
“Lincei” academies in Rome, the South African Journal 
of Science, and, amow more opular publications, 
Knowled e, Himinel una Erde, gas Weltall, and the 

&nonogeographicaI journds: Peternianns Mitteilungen, 
Geograpf’iral Journal, Geogmphiwhe Zeitschrift, Zeit- 
schrift der Ge-ellschaft fur Erdkunde zu Berlin, Bulletin of 
the Aniericnn Geographical Sock ty, Scottish Geogra hical 
Magazine, Annales de gBagraphie, la GBographie, 8oUeti 
tino della Rettle SocietB geografka italiana, and, last but 
not least, Mitteilungen rtus den cleutsclien Schutzgebieten, 
With its splendid contributions t9 the climatography of 
hitherto little-known parts of the world. 

Among physical journals : Physikalische Zeitschrift, 
Annalen der Phy.+ik, Journal de Physique, Annales de 

Iathematico- hysical society: togetherwi t such electrical 
journals as Ele trotechnisclic Zeibchrift? Electrician, Elec- 
trical World, Jhrbuch der Radioaktivitiit, and Radium. 

Among ns trononiical journds: L’ Astrmoniie, the Ob- 
servatory, Annals of Harvarcl College Observatory (which 
publishes the memoirs from Blue Hill), and the kstro- 

them are necessarily iiiore’or less concerned with the air 
and the science thereof. PerhnI>s Technique a6ronaut- 
i ue and Deutiche Luftfalirer Zeitschrift are those which 

In  the miscellaneous class a11 of the following must 
certainly be iiiclucled: Beitriige ziir Geophysik, Terres- 
trial Magnetism and Atinospheric Electricity, Zeitschrift 
f iir Gletwherkunde, Zei tschrif t fur Gewamrkunde, 
Zei tsc.hrift fur Balneologie, Engineering News, Proceed- 
ings of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Aus dem 
Archiv der Deutschen Seewarte, and Zeitschrift fur 
Instrunieiib~~~iku~~cle. 

Last cnnic~ vnrious abstracting journals, in which the 
overworked n!etenrologi<t may find tabloid versions. of 
papers which !!r lins not time to peruse more satibfactonly: 
bcience Abstracts, Journal de physique, Fortschritte der 
Physik (the annual “ kosmische Pliysik” volume) , Bei- 
blatter zu den Annalen der Physik, Ex erinient Station 
Record, ant1 Bulletin of Agricultural !i ntelligence and 
Plant Diseases (the last two containin? especially, ab- 
stracts of papers on agricultural meteor0 ogy). 

Po ular li cience Monthly. 

r Of the Tokyo ihy 

pht! Jf aeronautical journals the name is legion, and all of 

t x e meteorologist can least well afford to overlook. 

sique, Physical Review, and Proceedin 

P 

sical Journnl. 


